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Ventura Shellfish Enterprise
deploys lines for data collection,
works on regulatory challenges

s Lindsey Glasgow © March 5, 2020

Ventura Shellfish Enterprise is seeking permits for growing
Mediterranean mussels via submerged long lines in the Santa
Barbara Channel; volunteer partners have begun deploying
lines to test shellfish for Food & Drug Administration safety
requirements.

VENTURA — Ventura Shellfish Enterprise (VSE) volunteer partners Coastal
Marine Biolabs (CMB) and The Cultured Abalone (TCA) have obtained permits
from the U.S. Coast Guard to deploy mussel sentinel lines in the Santa Barbara

Channel to test for sanitation requirements.

The step is required for VSE’s project to move forward. The project involves
growing Mediterranean mussels via submerged long lines in twenty, 100-acre

plots in federal waters near Ventura Harbor.

Ventura Port District General Manager Brian Pendleton said a total of five



sentinel lines will be deployed in the proposed growing area, the first of which
happened on Feb. 8. After all five are deployed, juvenile mussels will be
attached for data collection and monthly lab testing at CMB to meet newly
adopted federal data requirements aimed at ensuring the safety of shellfish

grown and harvested for human consumption.

Meanwhile, the Ventura Port District, another partner in the project, has been
working to get everything in order for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to

review their permit application.

VSE submitted permit and project applications in October 2018 to the Corps and
California Coastal Commission. Pendleton said the Corps needs two things to
happen before they will process the application: a navigational risk assessment
required by the U.S. Coast Guard and resolution to a jurisdictional boundary
issue raised by the Ventura Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo). The
boundary issue revolves around the district’s ability to get permits in federal

waters.

“The District is working cooperatively with the LAFCo and is pursuing state

legislation to resolve the matter,” Pendleton said.

Assembly member Monique Limon introduced Assembly Bill 2370 on Feb. 18
to resolve the dilemma. If passed, the bill would “authorize the Ventura Port
District, to the extent permitted by federal law, to construct, maintain, operate,
lease, and grant permits to others for the installation, maintenance, and operation
of aquaculture plots in federal waters off the coast of California in order to aid in
the development or improvement of navigation or commerce to the port

district.”

Meanwhile, a staff report released on Feb. 28, recommended a firm to complete
the navigational risk assessment required by the U.S. Coast Guard. The
assessment will evaluate the level of potential risk of the proposed aquaculture
project on commercial and recreational shipping; impact to vessel traffic patterns
and traffic constraints; and identify potential mitigation measures that, if
required, will reduce navigation risk associated with the aquaculture project.

Pendleton estimated the assessment would be completed by the end of June.

Efforts to bring aquaculture to the Ventura Harbor area have been afoot since
2015 with hopes of bringing safe, sustainably produced, and locally grown
shellfish while also boosting the local economy. A report from VSE in July 2019
was hopeful the project could begin sub-permitting agreements and initial
project implementation in the winter of this year or early 2021. Pendleton said
depending on when AB 2370 is voted on, project implementation in the winter

of this year or early 2021 could still be possible.



To read more about VSE and their proposal visit thelog.com/local/ventura-

harbor-navigates-waters-of-offshore-aquaculture-shellfish-farming/.
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